MACHIAVELLIANISM

GENTLEMEN, the gravity of the times in which we live will not have
escaped the notice of any of you. All the great European States are
hurriedly making preparations in anticipation of an uncertain future.
The whole world is asking if war is going to break out. If, in this
political tension, there is any State capable of working to maintain
peace, it is Germany: Germany, which is not directly interested in
the questions which are disturbing the other powers, Germany, which
has proved that, since the Empire was constituted, it has no desire to
attack any of its neighbours, unless they compel it to.

BISMARCK, speech to the Reichstag.
Bibl. I, 2 (a), pp. 180-1.

EVERY type of organisation is based on subordination, no matter what
meaning is attached to this word. So it is necessary to introduce and
vivify the spirit of subordination in the intellectual sphere also; Nicolai
must be under the orders of Goethe. For once the encroachment of
militarism upon civil life would be of benefit. It goes without saying
that the conscious or unconscious partisans of Nicolai will resist this
subordination, just as the Germans of to-day were only recently
opposed to the political subordination of Prussia. But it is probable
that in this case also their resistance will be no more successful than
in former times. History is more powerful than the desires of men.

And if a man arises who shall accomplish this revolution in ideas,
he will at first be hated, but then he will certainly be loved as much
as Bismarck was hated and loved.

Germany is militarised. Let it now willy-nilly be civilised.
Civilisation is based upon the subordination of inferior instincts
and ideas to more exalted instincts and ideas. Subordination is a
Prussian quality.

. . . That is why Prussia must make use of all that she has that is
truly noble, and make it dominant in intellectual life, as she has done
quite naturally in military life. That is a duty which is imposed on
her by her lofty German mission.

JULIUS LANGBEHN (iSgo).1   Bibl. IX, 92.

IT is incontestable that in the marriage between Prussia and Germany,
the male role is incumbent upon Prussia.

Ibid.

1 Julius Langbehn (1851-1907), writer and philosopher. Of his famous
Rembrandt, ah Erxieher, first published in 1890, 60 editions had been issued
by 1925.
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